
 
 

 

 Thomas Truxton Moebs     Co K-1 

“Trucky”came to West Point carefree and 

ambitious.  The original tall man of South Area!  

In yearling year he turned to Vassar and ever 

since his weekends have been full, successful ones.  

His friendship, determination, and pleasing 

attitude will carry him far in his chosen field.  

Born – 7 May 1938, Rhode Island.   

To USMA – Came from Newport, RI.  Appointed 

by Rhode Island 1
st
.  Nickname – “Trux”, “Trucky”.    

Died – 20 Sep 2011 (age 73) at Gainesville, FL.  

Ashes spread at various locations.    

Military Awards – Army Commendation Medal. 

Schooling – Master’s Degree in Construction 

Management, Georgia Tech University. 

Family – Brother – Seth Moebs, USMA’60. 

Contact – Seth Moebs (brother), believed to live in 

Europe. 

Trux served on active duty in the Army (Signal Corps) for 4 years, resigning in 1965, with the rank 

of Captain.  His first and only assignment was with the 1
st
 Signal Battalion in Germany (Platoon 

Leader and Battalion S-3).   

 

After leaving active duty in the Army, Trux joined Honeywell as a Marketing Manager.  He later 

worked as a Special Assistant to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Southeast 

Regional Director.  After reading Charles Everitt’s “Treasure Hunter”, Trux decided to become a 

book treasure hunter - striking out in a unique career as a rare finder and seller. 

 

As a rare bookseller, Trux traveled the U.S. and Europe - living in his Airstream trailer or on his 

sailboat - The Cherokee Rose.  The boat was berthed in England, France, or along the Chesapeake 

Bay.  He once rode out a storm by strapping himself to the rudder - as the boat rolled upside down 

several times.  He also sailed across the Atlantic alone, losing power - a speck in the water without 

lights to alert oceangoing ships, until he was able to make repairs.   

 

Trux compiled and issued catalogues which were prized by special collections librarians, 

archivists, collectors and dealers on both continents.  He built an excellent reputation as a cataloger 

and bibliographer, as well as his eye for the rare, and his expert descriptions.  Trux called his 

“finds”,  such as “The Original 1792 Legislation signed by Thomas Jefferson on How to Elect the 

U.S. President and Vice President” or “Stonewall Jackson’s Bank Book”, etc. - as remarkable.  He 

made significant contributions to scholarly research, spending thousands of hours in the Library of 

Congress.  He authored and published four noteworthy books relating to the research and naval 

history.  His publication - “Black Soldiers - Black Sailors - Black Ink: Research Guide On African-

Americans in U.S. Military History”, has been hailed as his magnum opus.    

   

Trux passed away on 20 September 2011, after a 10 year battle with Parkinson’s disease.                     

 

  

 


